PBRPA 2019 AGM Ward Councillor’s Report
Following the upgrading of facilities at Castle Beach over the past two years, Castle Beach has now been awarded full Blue flag status.  There are only 44 Blue flag beaches in South Africa of which 33 are in the Western Cape and of these 4 are now in the Overstrand.  Grotto Beach in Hermanus has been a Blue Flag beach for the past 25 years which is the longest number of consecutive years that any beach in South Africa has received Blue flag Status.  The other Overstrand Beaches to achieve Blue Flag Status are Kleinmond, Hawston and now Castle Beach.  Onrus Beach has also been accepted as a pilot Blue Flag Beach.
Since the last Ratepayers’ AGM Pearly Beach has benefitted from a R3m road tarring project.  This was because the road upgrade programme runs from Pringle Bay to Pearly Beach one year and from Pearly Beach to Pringle Bay the next.  The Municipal financial year starts in July and ends in June so during 2019 Pearly Beach received two R1,5m allocations. The tarring of roads will continue and it is my plan that by the end of my term as Ward Councillor in 2021 all the roads in Pearly Beach will have been tarred.  The next section of roads will be tarred during the second half of 2020.
You may have noticed bush being cut down on the outskirts of the village.  It has taken some time to work through all the processes required to have overgrown Agricultural land that may pose a fire hazard cleared - but that work has now started.  A 30m wide fire break is to be cleared around the properties then the centre blocks will be burnt out under the supervision and control of the Fire Department.
I am sure that it is common knowledge by now that I lodged a complaint with the Police Ombudsman about the fact that SAPS in the Overstrand are unable to fulfil their mandate of maintaining Law and Order.  This was unfortunately misunderstood by most, if not all the police stations in the Overstrand.  I had to explain that I was not criticising the work of the police that we have but the fact that we do not have the police staff that we are supposed to have, hence them not being able to fulfil their mandate of maintaining law and order.  
The Ombudsman concluded that my complaint was justified.  The Ombudsman also asked whether Sector Policing was still carried out in the Western Cape,
I believe not.  If we take Gansbaai Police station for example, 10 or 12 years ago they should have had 4 sectors but could only ever man two, today there is only one and that is not fully manned.  In their report to the Ombudsman SAPS said that the Gansbaai staff establishment was at 89%, however if you analyse this you find that admin has 100% of their staff and all the vacancies are in visible policing. 
A year ago the Law Enforcement mandate of Local Government was amended to include the prevention of crime but not the combatting of crime.  Since then the Municipal Law Enforcement officers have assisted SAPS and other Law Enforcement Agencies in preventing various crimes.  The one that has had the greatest impact on Pearly Beach has been the co-operation with the Boarder Police unit in preventing Abalone poaching.  I am sure that you have noticed that to a large extent we can again enjoy our beaches.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unfortunately the fight is not over and we are now also receiving complaints from the public that the Municipal Law Enforcement Officers are not doing the work that they are supposed to do i.e. enforcing Municipal By-Laws.  For this reason and because we cannot simply allow the Overstrand to deteriorate into a state of anarchy, we will be increasing the size of the Municipal Law Enforcement unit which will include establishing a unit stationed in Gansbaai and one in Kleinmond.  These units as well as the Hermanus unit will include a K9 arm.  In addition to this the Municipality will be rolling out a CCTV camera network early in the new year that will be connected to a central control room.  Pearly Beach will be one of the villages to receive a camera at the entrance to the village and the Neighbourhood watch will also have access to the camera.  Additional cameras will later be added following discussions with the Neighbourhood Watch.  Unfortunately the down side is that the Municipality will have to increase Property Rates by about 2% more than what other services, excluding electricity, will have to increase by. The actual figure must still be established.    
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